
“Raised by God”
1 Samuel 2:11-36

Growing up for God comes through serving God for God and not for yourself (11-21)
The shift from Hannah and Samuel to the sons of Eli is significant. Eli’s sons are identified as worthless, 

and the primary reason for this evaluation of these men was that they did not know the Lord. The fact that they 
didn’t know God was evident by their actions in carrying out the work of God that they were responsible for. In 
Leviticus 7, God clearly laid out the expectations related to the use of meat sacrificed to Him. While this meat 
was meant to provide and feed the priests of God, there were expectations that the first and the best of the 
meat was to be reserved for God. In fact, the fat of the meat was explicitly meant to be burned to the Lord 
before the meat could be consumed by the priests. The actions of Eli’s sons showed that they clearly were not 
serving God for God, but rather they were serving God for themselves. They were taking the first and the best, 
which was supposed to be reserved for God, and using it for themselves. In contrast to their actions, God’s 
Word said that young Samuel was ministering to or serving in the presence of the Lord. Samuel was growing in 
the right direction in His life. He was growing in the direction of serving God for God, rather than serving God 
for himself. When it comes to growing up for God, true growth in knowing God comes through serving God for 
God and not for ourselves.
1. Discuss the actions of Hophni and Phinehas that are described in these verses. What’s your reaction? 

Why?
2. Hophni and Phinehas are examples to remind us to examine our motives in serving the Lord. Examine 

your heart and your history of serving the Lord. Have you ever found yourself serving God for yourself 
more than for God? How did that happen?

3. What stands out to you about Hannah in these verses? Why? How is this important for parenting that 
grows up children for God today?

Growing up for God means accepting discipline and repenting of sin in your life (22-26)
The actions of Eli’s sons didn’t go unnoticed by the Israelites who came to Shiloh to worship. They saw 

and they knew what was going on, and they knew that what was going on was not good. Eli was apparently 
neglecting his responsibilities in the oversight of his sons. His understanding of what they were doing seemed 
to have come primarily through what others told him about what Hophni and Phinehas were doing. While Eli’s 
warning seemed to show an attempt to address the problem, you have to wonder if it was really enough? 
Couldn’t Eli have done more? Shouldn’t Eli have done more than just warn his sons? Certainly he could have 
done more in addressing, reprimanding, or even removing them because of their disobedience to the Lord, but 
Eli didn’t.  Hophni and Phinehas didn’t respond to their father’s warning either. The two brothers continued to 
reject the discipline and warning of the Lord through their father and continued to refuse to repent from the sin 
in their lives. Their decision was made. God’s decision was made. But while they were still growing in the 
wrong direction, Samuel continued to grow in the right direction for God in his life, growing up in a way that 
God approved of and that brought the approval of the Israelites who saw him as he grew up for the Lord.
1. What was positive about Eli’s words to his sons? Why?
2. Discuss what Eli meant about the fact that his sons were sinning directly against God in their lives? How 

would you describe the difference that God’s Word implies?
3. What was lacking in Eli’s response to his sons sinful behavior as priests of God? Why? What more could 

he have done?



4. Is there anyone with children or grandchildren whose behavior provides a poor witness for the Lord? What 
words and actions are needed? 

5. Pray for courage and God’s grace as parents and grandparents. Pray for our children, youth, and young 
adults that they will accept discipline and repent of sin in their lives for the work of God in their lives.

Growing up for God is ultimately about allowing God to raise you to know and to desire His Will in your 
life (27-36)

Ultimately, we discover that the reason that Eli didn’t discipline and stop his sons from destroying their 
service to the Lord was because he was benefiting from their disobedience to the Lord. Eli was enjoying the 
food and the comfort that their exploitation of God’s work provided, and because of this fact, God sent 
someone to warn him about God’s judgment for Eli’s and his sons because of their sins. The message was 
difficult and was final. God would judge Eli by taking the lives of his sons and by eliminating his line in the 
priesthood. But what God would not allow was Eli and his sons’ disobedience to eliminate God’s work in this 
world. In the place of Hophni and Phinehas, God Himself would raise up a new priest. In the absence of Eli’s 
faithfulness to raise his sons to serve God, God would raise up a man of God. Unlike Eli’s sons, God would 
raise up a new leader who would know and desire God’s Will in his life for the lives of God’s people. Samuel 
would grow up for God because God would raise-up Samuel to know the Lord and to serve the Lord faithfully 
in his life.
1. Read 1 Sam. 2:27-36. Discuss what stands out to you most about the judgment of God against Eli. Why?
2. In this passage, how does God’s plans for Samuel begin to become clear?
3. In a situation where Samuel’s mother isn’t in the picture and where Eli’s spiritual leadership is lacking, how 

does Samuel stand a chance? How does this bring hope in similar situations today?
4. What was God’s ultimate outcome in growing up Samuel for Himself? 
5. Is knowing and desiring God’s Will in your life your greatest desire? If not, why not? 
6. Pray for hearts that surrender to the Lord in order to allow Him to raise us up to know and to desire His Will 

for our lives.


